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TENSHUG FOR H.H. JIGDAL DAGCHEN SAKYA  
OFFERED BY VENERABLE MIGYUR RINPOCHE 
By Laura Ellis 

O n January 1, 2012, a ‘tenshug’, or long life cere-
mony, was held for His Holiness Jigdal Dagchen 

Sakya.  The tenshug was sponsored by Venerable Mi-
gyur Rinpoche.  Migyur Rinpoche attended the prayers 
along with his family members and disciples from Tai-
wan. 
 
The Three Long Life Deity puja was performed for H.H. 
Dagchen Rinpoche followed by recitation of the 12 
Deeds of Lord Buddha and 16 Arhat Prayers.  Offerings 
of Tibetan tea and long life rice were made to Lord Bud-

dha, the protector deities, and to H.H. Jigdal Dag-
chen Sakya.  Migyur Rinpoche then offered a 
mandala to Dagchen Rinpoche followed by katag 
offerings from members of the Sangha. 
 
After the concluding prayers, a manja, sponsored 
by Migyur Rinpoche, was offered to the Sangha in 
the Tibetan Cultural Hall.  It was an auspicious 
and wholesome way to begin the new year. 
 
Long live His Holiness Jigdal Dagchen Sakya! 

Ven. Migyur Rinpoche (front row, 3rd from left) 



 

 
 

H.E. DAGMO KUSHO’S CALIFORNIA TEACHING TOUR  
By Beth Johansen 

O n January 20th, 2012, Her Eminence Dagmo Kusho 
Sakya left Seattle for a 10-day trip to Southern Cali-

fornia. Her first stop was Santa Barbara where students 
who hosted the event, Vidya Gauci, James Elliott and 
Sangay Wangmo, warmly received her. 
 
Dagmo Kusho gave a very special teaching on the classic 
Sakya treatise known as “Parting from the Four Desires”, 
as requested by Dr. Alan Wallace. His translations of 
Dharma teachings are absolutely clear and brilliant. Dur-
ing the next few days, Dagmo Kusho bestowed the Four- 
Armed Chenrezi Initiation and gave 
teachings on the Chenrezi practice, 
“An Ocean of Compassion”. 
 
Dagmo Kusho left Santa Barbara for 
Malibu, where she was welcomed at 
the home of her long time student and 
friend, Carol Moss. In Malibu Dagmo 
Kusho gave teachings on the Chen-
rezi practice, “An Ocean of Compas-
sion”.  Dagmo Kusho was joined in 
Malibu by Dhungsey Zaya Rinpoche, 
her grandsons H.E. Avikrita Rin-
poche and H.E. Abhaya Rinpoche, 
Dagmo Lhanze and Abhaya Rin-
poche’s teacher Gen Kunsang 
Gyatso.  The Sakya family spent 
three days reuniting and sightseeing 
together in Malibu. 
 

While in Malibu, Dagmo Kusho was invited to 
the Malibu Lagoon Park where many animals 
and birds are living.  Local residents and the stu-
dents joined Dagmo Kusho in saying prayers for 
all the living beings in the park. On January 27th 
Dagmo Kusho and the entire Sakya family went 
to Beverly Hills where they enjoyed lunch at the 
home of her son, Minzu Rinpoche and Dagmo 

Sakya Chronicles 2012 3 

H.E. Zaya Rinpoche, H.E. Dagmo Kusho,  H.E. Abhaya Rinpoche, H.E. Dagmo Carol, 
H.E. Minzu Rinpoche,  H.E. Avikrita Rinpoche and H.E. Dagmo Lhanze 

H.E. Dagmo Kusho (center) with students in Santa Barbara 
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O n January 28th, 2012, 
HE Dhungsey Avik-

rita Rinpoche gave a very 
heartfelt and moving Initia-
tion at Rosemead Buddhist 
Monastery in California of 
the ‘Three Wrathful Ones – 
Vajrapani, Hayagriva and 
Garuda’, a sacred transmis-
sion that comes from 
Mahasiddha Legkyi Dorje. 
He explained how to con-
duct a daily meditation and 
recitation of the Three 
Wrathful Ones, guiding us 
on how to best cultivate the 
benefits of this profound 
practice for our daily lives. 
The gathering was held at Rosemead, CA, organized 
by our Tara Ling Center members Tara Center Presi-
dent Jeffrey Cheung and teacher Steve Gomberg and 
many close friends of H.E Dagmo Kusho. H.E. Minzu 
Rinpoche, along with many supporters and friends, 
travelled from other parts of the country to attend the 

Initiation. It was a memorable moment when H.E. 
Dagmo Kusho introduced both Dhungseys Avikrita 
Rinpoche and Abhaya Rinpoche to all her Tara Ling, 
Santa Barbara members at the Center. This was fol-
lowed by a Green Tara Puja, which made the occasion 
all the more auspicious. 

H.E. AVIKRITA RINPOCHE GIVES VAJRAPANI, 
HAYAGRIVA AND GARUDA INITIATION  
By H.E. Zaya Rinpoche 

   (Continued from page 3) 

Carol Hamilton. Dhungsey Minzu Rinpoche and Dagmo 
Carol played a very important part in making arrangements 
for this auspicious Sakya family reunion. 
 
Dagmo Kusho would like to personally thank all of her 
faithful students and friends who helped with cooking, 
shopping and driving, and especially Jeaneen Bauer and 
Vidya Gauci for their tireless and enthusiastic help with 
driving her and the Sakya family during their ten day stay in 
California. 
 
It is always a joyful experience for me to accompany H.E. 
Dagmo Kusho on her travels. I am deeply appreciative of 
the profound teachings which serve to deepen my practice 

H.E. Dagmo Kusho 

Front Row (middle) H.E. Avikrita Rinpoche   Back row: (5th from left) H.E. Zaya Rinpoche, H.E. Minzu 
Rinpoche, HE Abhaya Rinpoche, H.E. Dagmo Kusho, (3rd from right) Dagmo Lhanze and (1st from right) 
Dagmo Carol along with many Dharma students.    Chinese Buddhist Temple, Rosemead, California 



 

 
 

T he community of the Sakya Monastery of Tibetan  
Buddhism was recently blessed with a visit from 

His Eminence Sakya Dhungsey Avikrita Rinpoche and 
His Eminence Sakya Dhungsey Abhaya Rinpoche who 
are the grandsons of His Holiness Jigdal Dagchen Sayka 
Rinpoche and Her Eminence Dagmo Kusho Sakya, and  
the sons of Zaya Sakya Rinpoche and Dagmo Lhanze.  
The Dhungseys were accompanied by Venerable Kun-
sang Gyatso, Abhaya Rinpoche’s primary teacher, Ven-
erable Tashi Nyima, teacher to Avikrita Rinpoche, and 
Venerable Jamyang Gyalsten, Sakya Heritage Founda-
tion Manager.  H.E. Avikrita Rinpoche and H.E. Ab-
haya Rinpoche arrived in Seattle on the 19th of January 

2012.  Taking a break from their studies in India, the 
eminent Dhungseys enjoyed a reunion with family, be-
stowed teachings at Sakya centers in Seattle and south-
ern California, and performed special pujas for the pro-
tection of the Dharma and all beings.      
 
During the Dhungseys stay in Seattle, we were fortu-
nate to share in the birthday celebration of H.E. Abhaya 
Rinpoche who turned 16. In addition to this joyous 
celebration we were also honored with the Manjushri 
Vadisngha Initiation and Teaching as well as a lecture 
on Transforming the Mind, both of which were be-
stowed by H.E. Avikrita Rinpoche.  

 
Manjushri is considered to be the personification of the 
Buddha’s wisdom.  Manjushri on a Lion embodies the 
ability to express that wisdom. Saraswati, a goddess of 
learning and the arts, might be thought of as the female 
counterpart of Manjushri. The uncommon and fortunate 
blessing of this Manjushri  Vadisngha Initiation and 
Teaching given by His Eminence gives us the opportu-
nity to enjoy a favorable environment for our own dis-
cernment to increase. 

During the lecture on Transforming the Mind, H.E. 
Avikrita Rinpoche explained in some detail the concept 
of “The Exchange Practice”, highlighting how essential 
it can be to our path. The Exchange Practice , he noted, 
refers to the exchange of our own merit for that of the 
suffering of others. In other words, offering up our own 
grace to others while striving to take upon ourselves the 
burden of their anguish. 
 
Among the many kernels of wisdom that he offered 
throughout his lecture, one was the reminder that there 
is no greater danger than our own afflicted emotions. 
When unchecked, they can create an environment where 
endless karma unfolds. He also emphasized the crucial 
importance of negative people to our spiritual growth, 
in their own way—he explained—they are as important 
in regard to our spiritual development as is the Buddha. 
To treat them badly is like finding a diamond and 
throwing it away. Their value lies in the fact that they 
provide us with a heightened opportunity to practice our 

DHUNGSEYS H.E AVIKRITA RINPOCHE  
AND H.E. ABHAYA RINPOCHE VISIT SEATTLE 
By Kirsten Throneberry 
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H.H. Jigdal Dagchen Sakya (center), H.E. Avikrita Rinpoche 
and H.E. Abhaya Rinpoche at Sakya Monastery, Seattle. 

   (Continued on page 6) 



 

 
 

own compassion and kindness.  H.E. Avikrita Rin-
poche shared that The Exchange Practice  was at one 
time a restricted teaching, reserved only for the most 
advanced practitioners and that it can provide us with 
an amazingly powerful tool on our spiritual path. In-
deed, it was an incredible bless-
ing to have this teaching and 
the Manjushri Vadisingha Ini-
tiation bestowed to us by His 
Eminence. 
 
On the morning of February 22, 
2012 (Losar-Tibetan New 
Year), at the specific request of 
The Tibetan Association, 
H.E. Avikrita Rinpoche gave a 
speech on culture and religion 
for the Tibetan people at Sakya 
Monastery which was well-
received. Earlier, on February 
11th, H.E. Avikrita Rinpoche 
and H.E. Abhaya Rinpoche 
each spoke and gave insights to 
a very fortunate group of teens 
at a special “Teens Only” dis-
cussion group which was also 
held at Sakya Monastery.   
 
Their diligent commitment to 
their studies required H.E. 

Avikrita Rinpoche and H.E. Abhaya Rinpoche to return 
to Nepal and India with their teachers in late February. 
Meanwhile, we eagerly look forward to their eventual 
return and to the continued gift of their presence, wis-
dom, and guidance in our lives. 

   (Continued from page 5) 
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  H.E. Avikrita Rinpoche,              H.E. Abhaya Rinpoche 

     H.E. Abhaya Rinpoche and H.E. Avikrita Rinpoche 



 

 
 

I  want to acknowledge the immense appre-
ciation and gratitude to all the people who 

supported the events mentioned in the three 
previous articles.  
 
On behalf of the Dhungseys Avikrita Rin-
poche, Abhaya Rinpoche, the Venerable 
Teachers Tashi Nyima and Kunsang Gyatso, 
as well as Dagmo Lhanze and myself, I wish 
to express the deepest appreciation and pro-
found gratitude for all the support, compas-
sion, and thoughtfulness everyone provided 
our entourage. Numerous gatherings and fam-
ily/friend functions were kindly offered to us 
almost daily, resulting in many joyous get-
togethers, which created many lasting memo-
ries. 
 
Most importantly, with the guidance and lead-
ership of H.H. Dagchen Rinpoche, may his 
vision carry on this most precious lineage and 
may his teachings continue to flourish and 
benefit all sentient beings. 
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COMMENTARY BY H.E. ZAYA RINPOCHE 

DHARMA TEENS MEET WITH H.E. AVIKRITA 
RINPOCHE AND H.E. ABHAYA RINPOCHE 
By Teresa Lamb 

is that in the U.S., people don't recognize lamas and 
monks by their traditional dress. In India, everyone 
knows the Tibetan culture and lamas are not viewed 
as being ‘different’. 
 
Teens asked other questions on their minds and 
learned how to incorporate Buddhism into their every-
day lives with the insight of H.E. Avikrita Rinpoche 
and H.E. Abhaya Rinpoche.   
 
Dharma for Teens is led by Alden Moore and Emma 
Young. If you would like more information on 
Dharma for Teens or would like to be on our mailing 
list, please contact Alden Moore or Emma Young by 
emailing the Monastery monastery@sakya.org. 
Events are announced by email.  

O n February 11, 2012, Sakya Monastery welcomed 
H.E. Avikrita Rinpoche and H.E. Abhaya Rin-

poche for a discussion with the Dharma for Teens Pro-
gram. About 15 teenagers attended the event. Dharma 
for Teens is a group for teenagers who are interested in 
learning about Buddhism.  
 
Attendees asked questions such as, how life for teens in 
India differs from life in the U.S.  H.E. Avikrita Rin-
poche and H.E. Abhaya Rinpoche talked to the group 
about their daily schedule.  In India, they have a very 
rigorous schedule that requires them to get up early in 
the morning and continue their days until about 10:00 
pm. In the U.S., people have much more leisure time. 
One cultural difference between Americans and Indians 

H.H. Jigdal Dagchen Sakya (center), H.E. Avikrita Rinpoche and 
H.E. Abhaya Rinpoche, Ven. Tashi Nyima, Ven. Kunsang Gyatso 



 

 

4TH ANNUAL LIVE ANIMAL RELEASE 
By Kristine Honda 
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S akya Monastery held its 
4th Annual Live Animal 

Release on April 7th, 2012, 
for the long life and good 
health of His Holiness The 
Dalai Lama, His Holiness 
Dagchen Rinpoche, Sakya 
lamas, and other Buddhist 
spiritual teachers.  This event 
continued an annual tradition 
initiated by Ven. Tulku Yeshi 
in 2008.    
 
It was a beautiful, sunny 
spring day with absolutely 
perfect conditions for this 
year’s event.  H.H.  Dagchen 
Rinpoche, His Eminence 
Dhungsey Zaya Rinpoche, 
H.E. Dagmo Kusho Sakya, 
Dagmo Lhanze, Venerable 
Tulku Yeshi Gyatso, and thirty Sakya Monastery mem-
bers and friends traveled to Anacortes for the animal 
release. With your generous and compassionate sup-
port from members and friends, $1635 was raised to 
purchase 204 live Dungeness crabs.  One crab was 
kindly donated by the owner of Black Rock Seafood, 
allowing us to pray for and release 205 crabs into the 
Puget Sound. 
   
H.H. Dagchen Rinpoche presided over the animal re-
lease ceremony/puja. With his and Ven Tulku Yeshi's 
blessings, we once again had wonderful weather condi-
tions for this auspicious event. H.E. Dagmo Kusho 
blessed the crabs using special saffron water she pre-
pared that contained precious relics from Sakya mas-
ters and long life pills from His Holiness the Dalai 
Lama and Sakya masters. Venerable Tulku Yeshi led 
the prayers for a 4th year in a row.  We recited Chen-
rezi’s mantra, The Aspiration of Samantabhadra, the 
Long Life Prayer for H.H. The Dalai Lama, Prayers for 
the Khön Lineage, the Long Life Prayer for H.E. 
Dagmo Kusho, and Dedication of Merit.  The crabs 
were released into the Sound and to our knowledge, all 

appeared to have survived. Trinidad Alcaraz and his 
family kindly brought a row boat to help safely bring 
the crabs to deeper water.  
 
During the very holy month of Saka Dawa, Sakya Mon-
astery members and friends kindly donated $601.10 for 
a worm release at Carkeek Park.  On June 9th and 16th, 
Sakya Monastery members released 3097 and 4030 
worms respectively, for a total of 7127 earthworms des-
tined for use as fishing bait. Ven. Tulku Yeshi Gyatso 
kindly presided over the releases, and together with the 
sangha members present, recited the prayers for the crab 
release both days. 
   
Thank you to everyone who generously donated for 
these events and for help in saving the lives of both the 
crabs and the earthworms and for the long life and good 
health of H.H. The Dalai Lama, H.H. Dagchen Rin-
poche, H.E. Dagmo Kusho, and our lamas at Sakya 
Monastery.  Without the support of kind donors, all of 
this would not be possible.  May the animals released 
and our precious teachers have long lives and excellent 
health! 

Front row: H.H. Jigdal Dagchen Sakya, H.E. Dagmo Kusho, Ven. Tulku Yeshi.  Middle Row: H.E. 
Zaya Rinpoche, H.E. Dagmo Lhanze and Monastery members and friends in Anacortes, WA 



 

 

GYAP-SHI PUJA CEREMONY   
FOR H.H. JIGDAL DAGCHEN SAKYA’S LONG LIFE 
By Kim Abbey 
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O n Tuesday, April 10th, 2012, our lamas Ven. 
Tulku Yeshi, Ven. Khenpo Jampa,  Lama Mig-

mar, and Lama Lungrig from Sakya’s Nalanda Insti-
tute in Olympia performed a special Gyap-Shi puja 
ceremony. 
 
This was a religious ceremony performed for the re-
moval of the obstacles and the long life of our Head 
Lama, His Holiness Jigdal Dagchen Sakya.  The cere-
mony also frees beings from enemies and summons 
beings to virtuous activities. The ceremony of chants 
and offerings lasted from 9 am until 2 pm. 

Days ahead, in preparation for the puja, 
Ven. Khenpo Jampa taught members and 
visitors of Sakya Monastery how to make 
tsa tsas, small 3”clay sculptures.  The clay 
tsa tsas were formed from special molds in 
the form of miniature stupas.  The tsas tsas 
were then dried and painted bright colors 
representing the four directions: red for 
West, white for East, green for South and 
yellow for the North. 
 
On the day of the puja, an elaborately deco-
rated table was set up.  At the center of table 
was a miniature 6” statue of Dagchen Rin-
poche, wearing the full dress of a Sakya 
Head Lama including the sashu hat worn by 
Khon lineage holders.   Additionally, on the 
table were tormas (cake offerings), and fac-
ing the four directions were sets of 25 lit 
votive candles and 25 tsa tsas. 
 
While Ven. Tulku Yeshi, Ven. Khenpo 
Jampa, Lama Migmar, and Lama Lungrig 
recited Gyap-Shi puja prayers, members 
participated by reciting Dagchen Rinpoche’s 
long life prayer and the Three Long Life 
Deities prayers: Amitayus; Buddha of 
Boundless Life (the Sambhogakaya aspect 
of Amitaba) Usnisa-vijaya, one of the 21 

Taras, white in color with 3 faces and 8 arms, 
she holds an image of the Buddha in her right 

hand or on her crown; White Tara, also known as The 
Wish Fulfilling Wheel, feminine deity of long life and 
serenity. 
 
Near the end of the puja, the specially painted tsa tsas 
were carried away by Sakya members to the four direc-
tions. The Gypa-shi puja ceremony went very well and 
was carried out in accordance with tradition.  It was   a 
success and made everyone happy.  For the benefit and 
well-being of all sentient beings may His Holiness Jig-
dal Dagchen Sakya Rinpoche have continued long life, 
good health and success in the Dharma! 

Lama Migmar makes a miniature statue of H.H. Jigdal Dagchen Sakya 



 

 

 

THE HEART SUTRA CONFERENCE 
By Brandon Lee 
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O n April 13-15, 2012, I had the privilege of attend-
ing “The Heart Sutra in Buddhist Philosophy & 

Practice” symposium at Maitripa College in Portland, 
Oregon with Venerable Khenpo Jampa Rinpoche. When 
we arrived, Khenpo Jampa humbly offered a katag to 
Yangsi Rinpoche, president of Maitripa College and or-
ganizer of the symposium. Yangsi Rinpoche opened his 
home to us, greeting us warmly with smiles and cups of 
tea. After dinner we went to bed, tired from our journey, 
but looking forward to the weekend’s conference. 
 
Venerable Thubten Chodron, Gelukpa 
The symposium began promptly at 10:00 am on Saturday 
morning. After a brief introduction by moderator Jim 
Blumenthal and opening prayers, Ven. Thubten Chodron 
spoke. As the first speaker, she gave a general overview 
of the content of the Heart Sutra, expanding on the impli-
cations of emptiness while explaining the Heart Sutra’s 
connection to the five paths of the bodhisattva. Form and 
emptiness, she said, can only be separated nominally, but 
in truth they are inseparable: with cultivation and medita-
tive practice, these concepts will disappear like water 

into water. Ven. Khenpo Jampa later expanded on the 
necessity of practice. Ven. Thubten Chodron’s suc-
cinct yet thorough introduction opened the conference 
pleasantly, setting the tone for the rest of the weekend. 
 

Question from the audience: Do the different tradi-
tions have different conceptions of prajnaparamita, 
do they understand it differently? 
 
Venerable Khenpo Jampa Rinpoche 
After briefly recounting the history of the four Ti-
betan lineages, praising each while promoting non-
sectarian practice in the manner of his own teacher 
Khenchen Kunga Wangchuk, Khenpo Jampa stated 
that in this symposium, all the participants and at-
tendees could feel the blessings of the body, 
speech, and mind of the Buddhas and bodhisattvas 
of the ten directions. He asked all those present to 
receive these blessings gratefully and to meditate 
for a moment on the aspiration to generate bodhi-
citta for the benefit of all sentient beings. “So 

Dr. James Blumenthal,  Ven. Khenpo Jampa Tenphel, and Karl Brunnhölzl  discuss a question from the audience at Maitripa College.  Photo by Marc Sakamoto 
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please, take a moment to meditate and reflect on all 
mother sentient beings,” he said, “and straighten 
your body, mind, and thoughts.” 

He continued, “Because we had a very thorough 
and in-depth discussion yesterday, today I would like 
to do a Heart Sutra practice to remove obstructions 
in our path, to purify everyone’s hindrances, the hin-
drances of all sen-
tient beings.” A 
nun of the Ven. 
Thubten Cho-
dron’s Sravasti 
Abbey led the 
chant. Khenpo 
continued by elu-
cidating the neces-
sity of practice. 

Why is it 
called the Heart 
Sutra? On the one 
hand, it contains 
the heart, the es-
sence, of the Pra-
jnaparamita sutras, 
the essence of perfect 
wisdom. On the other 
hand, the word 
“heart” in the title serves to remind us of the insepa-
rability of wisdom and compassion, the dependent 
co-origination of conventional and ultimate bodhi-
citta. Sakyamuni Buddha in his own life sought the 
attainment of wisdom out of great compassion to lib-
erate all sentient beings from suffering. Karl Brunn-
hölzl echoed this notion by pointing out that this 
teaching, the perfection of wisdom itself, came from 
the mouth of Avalokitesvara, Chenrezig, the embodi-
ment of compassion, the personification of the aspi-
ration to conventional bodhicitta. As in the first 
chapter of Shantideva’s Bodhicharyavatara and the 
five Maitreya sutras, Khenpo continued, the purpose 
of the cultivation of wisdom is not our own libera-
tion, but the benefit of all sentient beings. 

Khenpo encouraged everyone to study not only 
the root sutra, but its many commentaries written by 
well-respected Indian pundits and Tibetan lamas. 

Khenpo provided the attendees with a list of eight 
more sutras, including many sutras on the subject of 
the tathagatagharba, suggestions for further study of 
prajnaparamita. Aspirants on all paths, from 
sravakas to bodhisattvas will all achieve their goal 
based on this practice along with the cultivation of 
the three higher trainings. 

Before  we 
delve into wis-
dom contem-
p l a t i o n , 
Khenpo said, 
we should per-
form the prac-
tice of equaliz-
ing self and 
other, to de-
velop equanim-
ity. The only 
way to develop 
ultimate or 
convent ional 
bodhicitta is to 

cultivate both at 
the same time! 
The attitude of 
equanimity is the 

crucial foundation of all practice. Khenpo expressed a 
wish to continue, but with respect to the time limit, he 
moved on. He told us about his 2007 audience with 
H.H. the Dalai Lama. His Holiness said to him, “You 
all pray for my long life. Practice instead, through 
your practice and application of the teachings I will 
have a long life and can liberate and mitigate the suf-
ferings of sentient beings.” 

Khenpo said to the crowd, “I am happy to have 
been able to explore these teachings with you.  I will 
return to Seattle with a happy mind. I wish all stu-
dents successful practice, and that everyone achieves 
their aims, while maintaining a harmonious commu-
nity. I dedicate the merits I have accumulated during 
this conference to the long life and the fulfillment of 
the wishes of the His Holiness the Dalai Lama, for all 
the Tibetans and all sentient beings to have unity and 
peace in the future.” 

“Heart Sutra in Philosophy and Practice” symposium speakers. Front row, L to R: Khenpo Jam-
pha Tenphel, Venerable Thubten Chodron, Roshi Jan Chozen Bays, Lama Tsering Gyaltsen 
Rinpoche. Back row, L to R: Dr. James Blumenthal, Yangsi Rinpoche, Khenpo Karl Brunnhölzl.  
Photo by Marc Sakamoto 

To read the full article, visit our online newsletter: http://www.sakya.org/newsletter.html 



 

 
 

T he members of the Sakya Tsechen Ling Center 
(Oakland, California) hosted the visit of our 

revered Head Lama, His Holiness Jigdal Dagchen 
Sakya Rinpoche, during the Memorial Day weekend, 
from May 25, 2012, to May 29, 2012.  H.H. Dag-
chen Rinpoche was accompanied by Her Eminence 
Dagmo Kusho, Ven. Khenpo Jampa Tenphel and 
Ven. Tulku Yeshi.  Sakya Tsechen Center was estab-
lished about a year ago by H.E. Dhungsey Ratna Va-
jra Sakya (elder son of His Holiness Sakya Trizin).   
The members of the Center requested that H.H. Dag-
chen Rinpoche bestow to the San Francisco bay area 
Tibetan community the four armed Chenrezi Initia-
tion, which was held on May 26th. 
 
Scheduled for the following day was an event re-
quested from the Tibetan Association of San Fran-
cisco.  They expressed their wish that H.H. Dagchen 
Rinpoche lead a special public prayer service for the 

long life of His Holiness the Dalai Lama, for world 
peace and to relieve the suffering of all beings 
(especially those in Tibet).  At the prayer service every-
one recited the noble “Aspirations of Samantabhadra” 
prayer, Chenrezi mantra and other dedication prayers.    
 
The Tibetan Association of San Francisco was founded 
as a means to preserve and to teach to the Tibetan-
American children their unique culture-- its language, 
arts, and customs. Currently, the association is located 
in a school, where they rent space to meet and practice 
on a weekly basis.  Members and their children joyfully 
demonstrated their talents by performing traditional 
dances and singing Tibetan songs at a Welcome Cere-
mony honoring H.H. Jigdal Dagchen Sakya and his en-
tourage.  His Holiness and the entourage were all very 
pleased by the heart-warming welcome and enthusiasm 
of the dancers and singers.  H.E. Dagmo Kusho was es-
pecially delighted to see children, as young as 3 or 4 

H.H. JIGDAL DAGCHEN SAKYA VISITS  
THE SAN FRANCISCO BAY AREA 
 By Kim Abbey, from an interview with H.E. Dagmo Kusho 
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H.E. DAGMO KUSHO SHARES  
TARA TEACHINGS IN EUGENE, OR 
 By Amy Alcaraz 

O n May 4th, 2012, Dagmo Kusho and Lama Mig-
mar traveled to the Nyen-Gyud Samten Choe-

Ling Center in Eugene, Oregon, a Sakya Institute of 
Wisdom and Compassion.  Dr. James Morris, a long 
time helper and supporter of the center and its presi-
dent, was Dagmola’s escort and constant companion. 
He is also a long time helper to Tulku Jigme, the foun-
der of the center.   
 
During her first day at the center, Dagmola gave a 
White Tara initiation in the morning followed by a 
teaching in the afternoon.  On the second day, she gave 
a Green Tara teaching and later led the group in a 
Green Tara practice.  She was very impressed by the 

devotion of the members and by the number of stu-
dents who came for the teachings and stayed through-
out the day.  She noted that the quality of the practi-
cioner is more important than the quantity of the prac-
tice.  When she teaches and shares the Dharma she 
feels rejuvenated. Teaching is part of her commitment 
to the teachings and the merit gained by all who par-
ticipate is wonderful.  
 
Dagmola liked the small town feel of Eugene, espe-
cially the beautiful land and flowers.  She wants to 
thank Dr. Morris and Nawang’s whole family for the 
kindness and generosity they extended to her. 
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years old, performing in beautiful costumes the tradi-
tional Tibetan dances and singing songs in the Tibetan 
language. 
 
Her Eminence also shared that the entourage was in-
vited to a wonderful 
picnic on the water’s 
edge.  The commu-
nity set up Tibetan 
tents, prayer flags and 
served delicious 
foods. Everyone had 
a fun time visiting, 
eating, laughing and 
talking. 
 
His Holiness Jigdal 
Dagchen Sakya, H.E. 
Dagmo Kusho as 
well as the Lamas, 
wish to extend their 
heartfelt thanks to the 
Sakya Tsechen Cen-

ter and the Tibetan Association of San Francisco.  
Also, they especially want acknowledge Lama Losang 
Dengpa, who translated for His Holiness and accompa-
nying them throughout the visit.   This San Francisco 
bay area visit was most memorable! 

H.H. Jigdal Dagchen Sakya and translator Lama Losang Dengpa 

Audience members for H.H. Jigdal Dagchen Sakya’s teachings. 

   (Continued from page 12) 



 

 
 

L ong time student of His Holiness Jigdal Dagchen 
Sakya (Dagchen Rinpoche), Tho Luu generously 

and devotedly sponsored three days of traditional prayers 
and meals for Dagchen Rinpoche’s long life. 
 
On June 1st and 2nd,  2012,  the lamas and monks of Sa-
kya Monastery participated in two days of Drokor Yeshin 
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DROKOR YESHIN KORLO AND TENSHUG FOR  
H.H. DAGCHEN RINPOCHE 

Korlo pujas ( White Tara long life prayer service) 
and prayers of the Three Long Life Deities for the 
longevity of our revered Head Lama, Dagchen 
Rinpoche. The pujas  were led by Ven. Khenpo 
Jampa, whose official title for that occasion was of 
“Dorje Lopon” (leader).  The religious chants he 
led were supported by Her Eminence Dagmo Ku-

H.E. Dagmo Kusho offers auspicious symbol  H.E. Ani Rinpoche offers Amitayus Buddha long-life statue  

H.H. Jigdal Dagchen Sakya arrives at Sakya Monastery 

H.H. Jigdal Dagchen Sakya recites long-life affirmation 

 By Trinly Gyatso with photos by Kurt Smith 



 

 
 

 

L ama Choedak Rinpoche, who has been living 
and teaching in Australia for many years, vis-

ited with us July 3-8, 2012.  He was accompanied by 
his son Sherab. 
 
Lama Choedak is the author of "Lamdre:  Dawn of 
Enlightenment," amongst other publications.  We 
were delighted and honored to receive the Buddhad-
harma teachings on several topics from Lama 
Choedak, who is in the Sakya Tsarpa tradition of his 
Root Lama, Chogye Trichen Rinpoche. Lama 
Choedak's explicatory overview of the King of 
Prayers, The Aspiration of Samanthabhadra, was ex-
cellent.  He explained the 63 verses with great clarity 
and thoroughness.  Following the Buddha's teaching 
of good in the beginning, good in the middle, and 
good at the conclusion, he delineated the prayer in 
that manner.  The beginning 14 verses cover the 
seven fold prayer which is the preparatory stage; 
then the actual prayer of the aspiration through verse 
54 including the benefits of saying prayers; then the 
dedication of merit verses.  We learned a historical 
point that the original prayer contained 62 verses and 
that the Tibetan translators added the 63rd one.  

LAMA CHOEDAK’S SUMMER VISIT TO SAKYA MONASTERY 
 By Dennis Oliver and Stephanie Prince 
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sho, Ven. Tulku Yeshi, Lama Migmar, and Lama 
Lekshey.  The second day, Lama Lungrik from 
Nalanda Institute, Olympia, joined the Tibetan 
sangha. 
 
While the lamas chanted in Tibetan,  Monastery stu-
dents and guest Vidya Gauci, representative from the 
Tara Ling, Santa Barbara (founded by Dagmo Ku-
sho), participated by reciting in English the Three 
Long Life Deities prayer, Aspiration of Samantab-
hadra, and Dagchen Rinpoche’s long life prayer. Fri-
day’s and Saturday’s pujas were graced with snacks, 
vegetarian lunches, and Tibetan tea prepared by Tser-
ing Drolkar and Tsering Tsechoe-- sure to please 
even unfamiliar palates. Superb! Thank you so much, 
Ladies! 

Sunday morning brought everyone (Sakya Phuntsok 
Phodrang family, members and friends) together at 
8:30am for the final recitation of Drokar Yeshin 
Korlo. When those prayers were completed, His Holi-
ness arrived and Sunday’s early prayers segued into a 
Tenshug (mandala long life offering prayers). When 
His Holiness arrived, prayer flags waved gently in the 
cool morning breeze.  Sakya Monastery Lamas, Board 
members, students and friends devotedly and respect-
fully greeted Dagchen Rinpoche, offering him long 
white khatags. 
 
The Tenshug program began with Ven. Tulku Yeshi 
giving a brief biography of His Holiness.  Ven. 
Khenpo Jampa then spoke in Tibetan.  Following their 
talks, eight processions of mandalas were offered to 
His Holiness. 

   (Continued from page 14) 

Lama Choedak Rinpoche gives teachings.  
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   (Continued from page 15) 

the body in stages: the legs which are the base, then the 
hands in the meditation mudra, then the spine, and fi-
nally the head.   In the practice of qualified breathing, 
one takes the breath as the object of meditation, break-
ing the act of breathing into three parts:  inhalation, 
retention, and exhalation, and, in turn, each of these is 
broken down into three parts.  Using inhalation as an 
example, there is the beginning when the breath 
crosses the tip of the nostril, the middle part of maxi-
mum intake, and the end just before the inbreath stops 
and the retention begins.  In this practice the mind is 
actively involved, which helps avoid dullness and 
sleepiness.  These two introductory practices form a 
firm basis for practicing calm abiding meditation. 
We were completely happy to have such a wonderful 
teacher come to Sakya Monastery and, of course, re-
quest that he return again and again!  We thank H.H. 
Dagchen Rinpoche for making all this happen. 

 

Though it was an overview, it was quite detailed at the 
same time.  It was an exemplary explanation that we all 
enjoyed.  The second lecture covered the topics of Mo-
tivation and Meditation.  Lama Choedak stressed the 
importance of the linkage between them, and the need 
for being fully focused and mentally present for medita-
tion to be truly meditation. 
 
The two-day Calm Abiding Workshop/Retreat was well 
attended and again thoroughly engaging.  Lama 
Choedak continued with the theme of being present in 
our meditation practice during the retreat.  Lama 
Choedak taught what he called "active meditation," 
where one conscientiously engages in a dialogue be-
tween the body and the mind. He introduced us to two 
practices:  scanning the body and the practice of quali-
fied breathing.  Scanning the body involves actively 
checking the position of the body in the meditation pos-
ture, making sure it is in proper alignment.  One checks 

Lama Choedak with students at end of retreat 
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HIS EMINENCE KHÖNDUNG ASANGA VAJRA RINPOCHE  
RETURNS TO SEATTLE FOR THE FIRST TIME  
AFTER STUDYING ABROAD FOR THE PAST SEVEN YEARS 
By Kristine Honda, Beth Johansen, Allan Crouch and Kirsten Throneberry  

H is Eminence Khöndung Asanga Vajra 
Sakya Rinpoche blessed the community 

of Sakya Monastery with his inspiring presence 
this past summer. This was his first visit to the 
United States since he departed Seattle in 2005, 
to pursue his studies at the Tharlam Monastery 
in Nepal. The effort this young spiritual vision-
ary has put forth in order to develop his highest 
spiritual qualities for the benefit of all sentient 
beings is awe inspiring and truly deserves the 
utmost admiration and respect. In Western cul-
ture, there are scarce few examples of individu-
als foregoing personal pursuits so that they may 
bring grace and encouragement to the lives of 
others, particularly at such a young age. Luck-
ily, his spiritual strivings were matched by the 
sacrifice, wisdom, and selflessness of his fam-
ily who fully support his aspirations and visit 
him often in Nepal and India. 
 
Asanga Rinpoche is the son of His Eminence Khöndung 
Ani Vajra Sakya Rinpoche, the second son of the Phunt-
sok Phodrang family, and Dagmo Chimey Dollkar.  
Asanga Rinpoche comes from a long, distinguished and 
accomplished lineage of highly realized spiritual mas-
ters from both the paternal and maternal branches of his 
family. Asanga Rinpoche is the paternal grandson of 
His Holiness Jigdal Dagchen Sakya Rinpoche of the 
Sakya Phuntsok Phodrang (Auspicious Royal Palace of 
Sakya), a hereditary line of spiritual lineage holders 
who ruled over Sakya, Tibet.  Asanga Rinpoche is also 
the maternal grandson of His Eminence Garje Khamtul 
Rinpoche, who is a highly respected and accomplished 
Nyingma master who served as spiritual advisor to His 
Holiness the Dalai Lama in Dharamsala, India. Like his 
grandfather Dagchen Rinpoche, Asanga Rinpoche is 
considered to be an emanation of the Bodhisattva of 
Wisdom, Manjushri.  
 

Born on May 1st, 1999, Asanga Rinpoche spent his for-
mative years with his family in Seattle. At a very young 

age, the young Rinpoche displayed a remarkable interest 
in the life of the Buddha and in the Buddha Dharma.  
Asanga Rinpoche naturally and effortlessly memorized 
numerous prayers and enjoyed playing with religious 
musical instruments. Since the age of three, he regularly 
attended pujas at the Sakya Monastery of his own ac-
cord, displaying an extraordinary memory and deep fo-
cus on all things religious and spiritual. 
 
Just before Asanga Rinpoche turned six years of age, he 
left Seattle to begin his studies at Tharlam Monastery in 
Kathmandu Nepal. Here he has diligently focused his 
energies so as to be able to carry on the Buddhist teach-
ings and the Sakya lineage in the tradition of his forefa-
thers. He has been privately tutored by a group of care-
fully selected monk scholars in reading and memorizing 
numerous volumes of Tibetan scriptures, sutra, grammar, 
use of religious musical instruments, and various rituals 
following a highly-structured regimen according to the 
Sakya Buddhist tradition.  He also studies English, Man-
darin, Math, and Science. Given his studious nature, de-
termination, quick mindedness, and inspiring humility, 
Asanga Rinpoche excelled in all aspects of his training 

17 

   H.E. Asanga Rinpoche gives Amitayus-Hayagriva Long-Life Initiation 
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and studies at Tharlam Monastery. His success is a testa-
ment not only to his own aptitude but also to the over-
sight of a loving family as well as uniquely capable 
teachers. 
 
Largely due to the above mentioned qualities and condi-
tions, in September of 2011, Asanga Rinpoche was able 
to lead a congregation of distinguished lamas, monks, 
and adept practitioners in the annual Vajrakilaya ritual 
puja and ceremony at the Sakya Center in Rajpur, India. 
His Holiness Sakya Trizin Rinpoche (wearing a huge 
smile) graciously commented that Asanga Rinpoche’s 
performance was “100 plus!” Indeed, Asanga Rinpoche 
was able to lead the congregation flawlessly through the 
intricate oral prayers and use of various religious instru-
ments in a ritual practice which commenced before 
dawn and concluded after sunset. Asanga Rinpoche’s 
efforts allow him to hold the unique distinction of being 
the youngest person ever to have successfully com-

pleted the rigorous day-long Vajrakilaya exams with a 
perfect score. 

 
Since his recent return to America on June 24, 2012, 
Asanga Rinpoche has been staying at his family’s 
home in Shoreline, where he has been able to spend 
quality time with his parents and his two sisters, 
Jetsunma Aloki, age 11 and Jetsunma Mamaki, age 6. 
In the course of the summer, Asanga Rinpoche had the 
opportunity to spend some time traveling, sightseeing, 
and enjoying an active summer vacation with his fam-
ily after being away for the past 7 years. Among other 
things, Rinpoche visited the Space Needle, the Great 
Wolf Lodge (waterpark), Pacific Science Center, 
Woodland Park Zoo, Seattle Aquarium, Northwest 
Trek, and a Seattle Sounders soccer game, where the 
Sounders had a resounding 3-1 win against Dallas. 

Back Row:  H.H. Jigdal Dagchen Sakya, H.E. Asanga Rinpoche 

Front Row: Ven. Sopon Ngawang Rinchen, Ven. Gen Ngawang Rigdro, 
Ven. Gen Nyima Tsering and Ven. Sopon Tashi Tenzin 

Top: Sakya Monastery members make Mandala offering to H.E. 
Asanga Rinpoche 

   (Continued from page 17) 

To read the full article, visit our online newsletter: http://www.sakya.org/newsletter.html 

Bottom: Ven. Khenpo Jampa, H.E. Ani Rinpoche, H.E. Asanga Rin-
poche, H.H. Jigdal Dagchen Sakya, H.E. Dagmo Kusho and Ven. Tulku 
Yeshi perform ritual puja at Earth Sanctuary Stupa 



 

 
  

Sakya Chronicles 2012 19 

AN EXCERPT FROM ENTRYWAY TO THE DHARMA (CHOS LA 'JUG PA'I SGO) 
Written in 1167 C.E. By Lopön Rinpoche Sönam Tsemo 

Translated in Jeffrey Schoening's Classical Literary Tibetan Class  

with Jeff Bennett, Tom Linder and Bill Sternhagen 

(Continued from the previous issue of Sakya Chronicles, which presented Deeds Three and Four of the Buddha:  

Skill in Crafts and Taking a Consort and The Great Departure) 

The Fifth Deed: Austerities 
 Then, the Bodhisattva went to the place (of the brahman woman) Śākī (Rigs ldan) for alms.  Similarly, he 
went to the place (of the brahman woman) Padmā (Padmo).  He went to the place (of the Brahma worshipper) 
Raivata (Nam gru).  Rājaka (‘Od ldan) invited him as a guest.  Then, at Vaiśālī there was one who dwelled in medi-
tation called Ārāḍa-Kālāma.  Because (the Bodhisattva) requested the Dharma from him, he was told, “Do 'nothing 
whatsoever' meditation.”  Because the Bodhisattva had sharper faculties, he realized (the meditation) without im-
pediment.  “Now what do you teach?”  (Ārāḍa) replied: Nothing at all. 
 Then the Bodhisattva went to Pāṇḍava mountain in Rājagṛhā and accepted alms from king Bimbisāra.  The 
king, having faith because the Bodhisattva was adorned with (holy) marks, paid homage, and offered him his king-
dom.  The Bodhisattva said: I put aside a kingdom and was ordained.  (The king) asked: Who are your parents?  He 
replied: King Śuddhodana.  (The king) said:  He is my teaching master; I beg to ask to obtain the nectar of your 
dharma.  Thus saying, he offered (the Bodhisattva) alms. 
 Then, in that very Rājagṛhā was Udraka Rāmaputra.  He is one who abides in meditation.  Because (the Bo-
dhisattva) requested instructions from him, he instructed, “Do ‘without cognition yet not without cognition’ medita-
tion.”  (The Bodhisattva) asked: Who instructed you?  Udraka Rāmaputra replied: I have no teaching master at all.  
Because he was instructed there by him, (the Bodhisattva) quickly made (the meditation state) manifest.  (The Bo-
dhisattva asked:) Now what do you teach?  He replied: I have only this much.  Thinking that that is not complete 
purity, (the Bodhisattva) then departed. 
 At that time, a group of five ascetics followed after the Bodhisattva: 1) Ājñāya (All-knowing) Kauṇḍinya; 
2) Aśvajita; 3) Vāṣpa; 4) Mahānāma; and 5) Bhadrika.  Together with them (the Bodhisattva) went to the summit of 
Gayā mountain.  There he took to heart the three teachings beginning with the separation from desires. 
 Then he went to the town Uruvilva (Lteng rgyas).  At that time, because there were many ascetics such as 
reciters of praises and many false refuges, in order to take them under his care and in order to purify the obscura-
tions of voice from the time of the Buddha Kāśyapa, relying on the meditation “pervading space,” he performed the 
austerity of not eating anything at all for six years.  He had no protection such as clothing for the body.  He became 
like the color of a madgura fish.  Although harassed by cow herders, he did not move.  Even Māra could not harm 
him. 

   Delighting in the temporary experience (nyams) of isolation,  

   to the east of Uruvilva, 

   at the river Nairāñjanā,  

   I shall strive for the sake of abandoning (faults). 

So [the Bodhisattva] said. 

  Then, seeing that asceticism has no essence, in order to refute those who grasp at purity through asceti-
cism, he vowed to eat substantial food.  At that time this group of five lost their faith, (saying), “Eating in great laxity, 
(he) is fallen from asceticism,” they went to the region of Vāraṇāsi. 
 

To read the full article, visit our online newsletter: http://www.sakya.org/newsletter.html 
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I n July of 2012, H.E. Khöndung Asanga Vajra Rin-
poche travelled to Southern California in the com-

pany of his grandmother, Her Eminence Dagmo Ku-
sho, his father His Eminence Khöndung Ani Rinpoche, 
sisters Jetsunma Aloki and Jetsunma Mamaki, his 
mother Dagmo Chimey Dolkar, cousin Jetsunma 
Thupcho, and longtime Sakya students Beth Johansen 
and Jeaneen Bauer. 
 

During his time in sunny California, on August 1st, 
Asanga Rinpoche bestowed the Oral Transmission on 
the Aspiration of Samantabhadra, regarded as the King 

of Prayers, and gave teachings about it at the Tara 
Ling Center, Dagmo Kusho’s center located in San 
Gabriel California. 
 
The Sakya family was warmly received there by their 
hostess Maria Shaw and by Jeffery Cheung who man-
ages Dagmo Kusho’s center. The mostly Chinese fol-
lowers at this center were very pleased to have 
Asanga Rinpoche teach and give them blessings, es-
pecially for someone so young in age. 
 
On August 5th, at the Tara Ling Center in Santa Bar-
bara, Asanga Rinpoche gave a Teaching on the Sig-
nificance and Meaning of Taking Refuge as well as 
the Oral Transmission of Manjushri and led the con-
gregation through the sadhana practice. As a Sakya 
Khön Lineage Holder and an emanation of Manjushri, 
Chenrezi, and Vajrapani, giving this oral transmission 
was auspiciously appropriate and was a great blessing 
to the congregation of devout Buddhist students. Dur-
ing the California trip, H.E. Dagmo Kushoalso be-
stowed the White Tara Initiation and gave teachings 
to her students in San Gabriel and Santa Barbara. The 
teachings in Santa Barbara were organized by Dagmo 
Kusho’s devoted student and leader of the Tara Ling 
Santa Barbara, Vidya Gaucci, and the family was 
hosted by Joel and Joanne Shefflin who opened up 
their beautiful home to the entire Sakya family. 
 
This was the first time Asanga Rinpoche gave teach-
ings in California, and the leaders and members of 
both centers expressed a strong and sincere wish that 
he return to give more teachings. 
 
Together with his family, Asanga Rinpoche visited 
Disneyland, Universal Studios, the Getty Villa and 
enjoyed the sunshine of beautiful Malibu beach 
where the family spent the remaining days of the 
California trip at the home of longtime friend of the 
Sakya family, Carol Moss. Carol generously allowed 
the children (and adults young at heart!) to play at 

HIS EMINENCE KHÖNDUNG ASANGA VAJRA RINPOCHE  
GIVES TEACHINGS IN CALIFORNIA FOR THE FIRST TIME 
By Beth Johansen, Kristine Honda, Allen Crouch, and Kirsten Throneberry 

H.E. Asanga Rinpoche gives teachings 
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her beautiful beach front home for three glorious days.  
While in Los Angeles, Asanga Rinpoche was able to 
spend time with his uncle, H.E. Khöndung Minzu Rin-
poche, and his wife, Dagmo Carol Hamilton, at their 
home in the Beverly Hills where the family spent a 
lovely day enjoying a barbeque beside their pool.   
Asanga Rinpoche also played the piano for the family 
while family members joined him in song. 
 
While Beth Johansen provided general support and help 
with day-to-day preparations, Jeaneen Bauer received 
the Sakya Family at the airport, drove the Sakya Family 
during their entire stay in sunny Southern California, 
and back to the airport in a large rented van which could 

seat 15 people.   Having Beth and Jeaneen made the trip 
not only easy and efficient but fun and entertaining, and 
the Sakya Family was most grateful for their many con-
tributions and help. 
 
As this was the first time H.E. Khöndung Asanga Vajra 
Rinpoche has given teachings in Southern California, 
those that received them have asked him to return soon 
to give more teachings and initiations as their faith and 
devotion has been strengthen due to his example, leader-
ship and guidance, especially from someone so young in 
age, yet so accomplished. 
 

H.E. Ani Rinpoche, H.E. Asanga Rinpoche and H.E. Dagmo Kusho with students at Tara Ling Center 
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H.E. KHÖNDUNG ASANGA VAJRA RINPOCHE AND  

H.E. DAGMO KUSHO SAKYA TRAVEL TO VIETNAM 
   FIRST SAKYA LAMAS TO VISIT VIETNAM  
By Kristine Honda and Kirsten Throneberry 

I n September of 2012, honoring a request made by 
Mr. Tho Luu, His Eminence Khӧndung Asanga Va-

jra Sakya Rinpoche and his paternal grandmother, Her 
Eminence Dagmo Kusho Sakya travelled from Seattle, 
Washington, to Vietnam for nine days.   Mr. Tho Luu 
is a longtime, dedicated student of His Holiness Jigdal 
Dagchen Rinpoche and is founder of the Center for 
Buddhist Studies (in the Sakya Tradition) located in 
Ho Chi Minh City. The center was built in order to 
fulfill a commitment to expand Tibetan Buddhism, 
and especially the Sakya tradition, in Vietnam in 
honor of H.H. Dagchen Rinpoche. Mr. Tho Luu re-
quested the blessing and consecration of this center as 
well as blessings at the groundbreaking ceremony of a 
crematorium and temple complex. As representatives 

of His Holiness Dagchen Rinpoche, H.E. Khöndung 
Asanga Rinpoche, and H.E. Dagmo Kusho Sakya trav-
elled to Vietnam accompanied by Venerable Lama 
Tashi Rinpoche, head of the Sakya Tsechen Choling 
Center in Taiwan, Lama Migmar of Sakya Monastery, 
in Seattle and Ms. Chen Shih Fang, President of  Sa-
kya Tsechen Choling Center.  
 
On September 21nd, Khöndung Asanga Rinpoche and 
Dagmo Kusho la performed the consecration and 
blessing of the Sakya Buddhist Study Centre in Viet-
nam. On September 22nd, Asanga Rinpoche also be-
stowed a Medicine Buddha initiation in the heart of Ho 
Chi Minh City with about 200 people attending.  
The next day, the entourage travelled to the Phu Hoa 

Front Row: H.E. Asanga Rinpoche, H.E. Dagmo Kusho, H.E. Ananda Rinpoche   Back Row: Lama Tashi Rinpoche, Lama Migmar 
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Dong Hamlet, a subdivision of Ho Chi Minh City that 
saw much bloodshed during the Vietnam War (CuChi 
tunnel), in which many Vietnamese from both sides as 
well as American soldiers lost their lives. According to 
Dagmo Kusho, before they entered the area, a heavy 
feeling permeated the air. She and Asanga Rinpoche, 
Ananda Rinpoche, Lama Tashi, Lama Migmar and their 
entourage participated in a groundbreaking ceremony of 
the Long Tho Crematorium. This future site of a crema-
tion complex reflects a Buddhist theme in architectural 
designs (Long Tho is the Vietnamese name of the Bo-
dhisattva Nagarjuna). Event organizers invited Buddhist 
representatives from many parts of the world. Buddhist 
monks and high ranking members of the Vietnamese 
Sangha and local congregations of all traditions, as well 
as delegations from Thailand, Cambodia, Singapore, 
Malaysia, and the United States were in attendance. 
State and high ranking members of the central govern-
ment and local officials joined this event as well. Alto-
gether there were over 1000 attendees. 

The program included the history of the area and the 
importance of the land. Some very kind and generous 
Vietnamese donors offered to sponsor the event, some 
of them being the financiers and shareholders for the 
project. In addition, the government benevolently 
granted the land use right for the project and approval 
for the event to carry on in such a high profile manner 
which was covered by the local media network (state 
controlled). During the ceremony, each of the Maha-
yana, Hinayana, Theravada, and Tibetan Buddhist 
monastics performed prayers to help benefit the de-
ceased and the land. Asanga Rinpoche and the Sakya 
lamas personally performed a blessing for the land and a 
fire puja during the groundbreaking ceremony. During 
the fire puja, there was a downpour of rain that lasted 
for close to thirty minutes and in spite of this, the cere-
monial fire burned very bright and strong! This created 
a feeling among many of the attendants that a miracle 
was being witnessed. Some even shared that they were 
able to see figures in the fire during the puja. 

To read the full article, visit our online newsletter: http://www.sakya.org/newsletter.html 
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H ello to all of you! This is an informal personal 
article written by myself, Zaya Rinpoche (4th son 

of H.H. Dagchen Rinpoche), to inform interested 
readers on how and what transpired during the most 
recent trip overseas by H.H. Dagchen Rinpoche of the 
Sakya Phuntsok Phodrang. This article is just a simple 
insight into what I experienced while overseas on a Far 
East Trip as I accompanied my parents H.H. Dagchen 
Rinpoche & H.E. Dagmo Kusho. My main purpose was 
to monitor and manage the health of my Noble Father 
and offer any other services which presented themselves 
such as translating simple Mandarin Chinese into 
Tibetan or English, ticket procurement, scheduling, 
personal requests and baggage handling. Granted, 
several instances I had much assistance and quite 
honestly, the timely assistance by Tulku Yeshe and 
Khenpo Jampa was always welcome.  

Accompanying His Holiness on the early stage of this 
Far East trip was Her Eminence Dagmo Kusho, H.E. 
Dhungsey Asanga Vajra Rinpoche and Tulku Yeshe. I 
flew earlier by myself to Delhi to pick up my youngest 
son, H.E Dhungsey Abhaya Vajra Rinpoche, and we 
joined the group when everyone landed in Taiwan. 
H.E. Dhungsey Mati Vajra Rinpoche flew into Taiwan 
and joined our entourage later, remaining with us 
throughout Hong Kong and part of our stay in India. 
H.E. Dhungsey Mati Rinpoche's main focus was to 
accompany H.H. Dagchen Rinpoche and to oversee 
functions at the New Delhi Phodrang. Khenpo Jhampa 
flew by himself to India and awaited our arrival there 
joining our group along with H.E. Dhungsey Avikrita 
Vajra Rinpoche, who was attending Dzongsar 
Khyentse Rinpoche's teaching just after participating in 
the Dzongsar Monlam in Bodhgaya.  

H.H. JIGDAL DAGCHEN SAKYA’S ASIA TRIP   
TO TAIWAN, HONG KONG AND INDIA 
By H.E. Zaya Rinpoche 

H.H. Jigdal Dagchen Sakya (center), H.E. Zaya Rinpoche, H.E. Abhaya Rinpoche, Lama Tashi Rinpoche, H.E. Asanga Rinpoche at event 
organized by Soyang Chen and members from the Tsechen Thupten Dekyi Choling Center, Taiwan 
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Our memorable Far East Trek began in the first 
country "Beautiful" Taiwan - filled with many precious 
moments and lasting memories words simply cannot 
convey the experience of our time there. The constant 
flash of picture taking and jockeying for the ideal 
snapshot kept ones eyes reeling from the initial impact 
upon our momentous arrival at Taiwan's International 
Airport. Many familiar and new smiling faces greeted 
us and elaborate offerings of flower bouquets and 
Khatas were offered ushering us in with a pomp and 
splendor afforded Dharma Royalty. 
 
Our first host group was headed by Lama Tashi & 
Chen Sheh Fan from the Tsechen Dekyi Choling 
Center (Sakya Sect). They sponsored our lodgings at 
the Regent Hotel in Taipei for one week. During this 
time, H.H. Dagchen Rinpoche was welcomed & 
offered the Long Life Mandala at their Center in 
Shinten. Every day the schedule was filled with 
activities and H.H. Dagchen Rinpoche led events such 
as the Initiation of the Vajrakila Protectors Gauri and 
Marajita, the Prajnaparamita Obstacle-repelling Puja, 
Thangtong Gyalpo Long Life Initiation, the Initiation 
of the Yugu Chesum-ma (the special Sakyapa Wealth 
Sisters) and the Lamzab (Profound Path) Guru Yoga 
Blessing. In between these memorable events, H.E. 

Dhungsey Abhaya Rinpoche gave a Dharma Speech 
which was an informal insight into his personal life as 
a Dhungsey Rabjung (Ordained Monk of the Khon 
Dynasty) and vegetarianism. H.E. Dhungsey Asanga 
Vajra Rinpoche gave the Medicine Buddha Initiation, 
both of which can be viewed on Youtube. We also 
visited Sakya Centers in Tien Mou (Lama Ri Sengge-
la) which is a Ngorpa Center founded by H.E. Ngor 
Luding Khenchen Rinpoche, where the Vajrapani 
Bhutadamara Initiation was bestowed. We then visited 
the Sakya Tharig Center in Taipei, where H.H. 
Dagchen Rinpoche bestowed the Red Dzambala 
Initiation and where the president of the center offered 
Dagmola a lovely necklace signifying our mutual 
bond. In addition, we visited the Karma Kagyu Center, 
where H.H. Dagchen Rinpoche granted the Kurukulle 
Initiation and Dagmola gave a White Tara Initiation.  
 
From Taipei, we traveled to Taichung where our sec-
ond host group in Taiwan headed by Chimed Dorje 
Rinpoche (Kagyupa Sect) welcomed us, and their kind-
ness and generosity were matched only by their fierce 
devotion and sincere faith in H.H. Dagchen Rinpoche. 
Being the second time I visited these specific Centers 
in Taichung, many fond memories and new and old 
acquaintances were found. In Taichung, Chimed Dorje 

H.H. Jigdal Dagchen Sakya (on throne); Back row, L-R: H.E. Zaya Rinpoche, H.E. Asanga Rinpoche, H.E. Abhaya Rinpoche, H.E. Dagmo Kusho, 
Ven. Tulku Yeshi   Front Row (center): Lama Tashi Rinpoche, Soyang Chen and members from the Tsechen Thupten Dekyi Choling Center, Taiwan 



 

 
  

Rinpoche kindly afforded us the entire 7th floor of the 
Fallon Hotel and the view and food were fantastic. 
H.H. Dagchen Rinpoche bestowed the Medicine Bud-
dha and Kurukulle Initiations and Dagmola performed 
the Green Tara Initiation. On the last day, lungs (oral 
transmissions) for Phowa (transference) and Chod 
(severance) were also given there and many loyal 
Dharma students came to participate. 
 
While still in Taichung, we were welcomed by our 
third host group led by Kathog Rigzin Chenpo's Mon-
astery (Nyingmapa Sect) where H.H. Dagchen Rin-
poche performed the Red Dzambala Initiation (Union) 
& Vajrayogini Blessing. We stayed at Kathog Rigzin 
Chenpo's residence and this was the only location in 
Taiwan actually resembling a Tibetan Monastery. For 
his age, he is quite knowledgeable beyond his years. 
He is extremely devoted to H.H. Dagchen Rinpoche 
and as others, has read in length much of who H.H. 
Dagchen Rinpoche truly is, which makes me feel more 
appreciative of the fact that I am one of his sons and 
have access to him so readily. Kathog Rigzin Chenpo's 
Monastery is enormous and has a Chorten (Stupa) in 
the back and a labyrinth of rooms within the Monastery 
as the layout was complex. The cuisine afforded us 
there was all unique and customized for H.H.'s special 
diet and much of the food was created by themselves, 
such as noodles and bread and, for the Dhungseys, 
there was always pizza available!  
 
Our flight to Hong Kong was smooth and we were 
welcomed by a large group of people, a procession of 
Center Representatives and Followers of the Dharma 
Faith. The main host groups here were the Maha San-
dhi Yoga Center and Sakya Tsechen Phuntsok 
Choling, which was opened by H.E. Dagmola. H.H. 
Dagchen Rinpoche gave the Guru Rinpoche Puja 
(Rigzin Duba Puja) at a large Buddhist school hall. 
This was rented by both the Maha Sandhi Yoga Center 
and the Sakya Tsechen Phuntsok Choling for many of 
the Dharma events and teachings during our visit. His 
Holiness also bestowed the Vajrakila Torma-Initiation 
of the Khon lineage, a Puja for World Peace, the Va-
jrayogini Blessing-Initiation & Red Dzambhala Initia-
tion at the Maha Sandhi Yoga Center. At Sakya 
Tsechen Phuntsok Choling, His Holiness bestowed the 
Khon Lineage Vajrakilaya.  
 

Some of the benefactors of the Sakya Centre in New 
Delhi are the many students and Dharma followers 
overseas, such as members of the Maha Sandhi Yoga 
Center led by Dr. Lam, Edward Wong, William Wong 
and several other group members from Sakya Tsechen 
Phuntsok Choling led by Roland Yeung, and individual 
gracious benefactors such as Dr. Yeung and Yangche-
ma. All these groups and individuals have been very 
supportive to H.H. Dagchen Rinpoche and H.E. Dag-
mola during their visits to the Far East. There were nu-
merous people met on this trip which would encom-
pass all the Tibetan Buddhists sects. Of these, I would 
like to note Pewar Tulku Rinpoche, who is a highly 
learned Rime Lama close to both H.H. Dagchen Rin-
poche & H.E. Dagmola. Decades ago, going all the 
way back to Tibet, many precious teachings and vivid 
experiences were shared by them. Therefore whenever 
they meet it is always a time to reflect and reminisce of 
their time in Tibet. We also met the very learned Ny-
ingmapa Master Alak Zenkar Rinpoche. Both Pewar 
Rinpoche and Zenkar Rinpoche share the special bond 
through samaya of being disciples of H.H. Dagchen 
Rinpoche as well as H.H. Dagchen Rinpoche's own 
Gurus, Dzongsar Dorje Chang Jamyang Khyentse Cho-
kyi Lodro and Dilgo Khyentse Dorje Chang Rabsal 
Dawa.   
 
In India we mostly resided at the Sakya Phuntsok Pho-
drang in New Delhi. H.E. Dhungsey Avikrita Vajra 
Rinpoche returned to Dzongsar to await our entourage, 
which included H.E. Dagmola, H.E. Dhungsey Abhaya 
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H.H. Jigdal Dagchen Sakya bestowing teaching                                   
at Buddhist School Hall, Hong Kong                  
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Vajra Rinpoche, his cousin H.E. Dhungsey Asanga 
Vajra Rinpoche, Tulku Yeshe, Khenpo Jampa, Mrs. 
Wong, Gillian Teichert and the attendant monks. Im-
mediately after, H.E. Dhungsey Abhaya Vajra Rin-
poche left for Lumbini to represent the Phuntsok Pho-
drang for the Sakya Monlam for two weeks, joining 
H.H. Sakya Trizin and H.E. Dhungsey Ratna Vajra 
Rinpoche of the Sakya Dolma Phodrang. The Sakya 
Phuntsok Phodrang in New Delhi, India, is a place dear 
to my heart for many reasons. It was the site where my 
eldest son, H.E. Dhungsey Avikrita Vajra Rinpoche, 
studied at the age of 11 from 2004, until his entry into 
Dzongsar Institute in Chauntra in 2009. Currently, my 
younger son, H.E. Dhungsey Abhaya Vajra Rinpoche, 
resides there with around 45 monks and around 19 oth-
ers which include staff, workers and teachers.  
 
Although my time with my sons while I was in India 
was limited, living in the Lama World requires extreme 
patience and flexibility, and I remind myself these 
times are precious just being with my Noble Father. 
Juggling a variety of emotions, H.E Dhungsey Abhaya 
Vajra Rinpoche stated so succinctly, "I am so blessed 
in that I have had the fortune of being in the presence 

of H.H. Dagchen Rinpoche, H.H. the Dalai Lama and 
H.H. Sakya Trizin all within days!". Having spent time 
with my Noble Father throughout Taiwan and Hong 
Kong and now India, paying my respects to H.H. the 
Dalai Lama, then having traveled to Dehradun to visit 
H.H. Sakya Trizin, likewise, I too was both blessed and 
quite humbled. These are rare moments in one's life 
that are to be clearly reflected upon. Events such as 
these stand out as extremely precious, and I will al-
ways remember the blessings and unique fortune these 
experiences offered.  
 
The road to Dharamsala was long and tiresome as our 
attempts to secure plane or train tickets proved unsuc-
cessful. Anyway, the road to H.E. Khamtrul Rin-
poche's Monastery was clear and the welcome there 
was most warm as we arrived for a three-night stay.  
H.H. Dagchen Rinpoche gave Amitayus Long-Life 
Initiation to H.E. Khamtrul Rinpoche.  At the conclu-
sion of this initiation, auspicious cloud formations 
(below) were sighted.  The following day prayers of 
solidarity (Aspiration of Samantabhadra and Avalo-
kiteshvara) were recited for those who had self-
immolated in Tibet. 

      

Auspicious clouds that formed at the conclusion of H.H. Jigdal Dagchen Sakya’s Amitayus Long-Life Initiation 
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2012:  H.H. Jigdal Dagchen Sakya seated with Lama Kan Tsao, H.E. Dzongsar 
Khyentse and H.E. Dilgo Khyentse Rinpoche- Dzongsar Monastery (Institute)  

Auspicious Photos from H.H. Jigdal Dagchen Sakya’s visit to Dzongsar Monastery (Institute) 

(Left) Sun and rainbows over the Monastery (Institute) (Right) Clouds like offering katags. These 5 clouds represent the 5 miracles: 
the lama, meditational deity, heroic deity, dakini, and protector deity (tib: guru, yidam, palwo, khandro, and chekyung)  They 
appeared when H.H. Jigdal Dagchen Sakya arrived at Dzongsar Monastery (Institute). 

1954:   H.H. Jigdal Dagchen Sakya seated with Lama Kan Tsao, Dzongsar 
Monastery Manager, H.E. Dzongsar Khyentse and H.E. Dilgo Khyentse 
Rinpoche- Dzongsar Monastery,  

The visit to His Holiness the Dalai Lama was brief al-
though the time spent going to and from the residence 
was filled with excitement and nervousness. We spent 
less then 10 minutes conversing with His Holiness and 
then a flurry of photos took place with our group. I dis-
tinctly recall when I was assisting my Noble Father 
walk to the outside area for the photo op while getting 
into position on the top of the stairs, I had my Noble 
Father's hand in mine. All of a sudden, His Holiness 
the Dalai Lama grabbed my hand, accidentally separat-
ing my hand from my Noble Father's, presuming my 

hand was his. I followed from behind the two of them, 
nervously thinking how to tactfully separate my hand 
from His Holiness's and then place my Noble Father's 
hand with His Holy hand. For many moments, I was 
thrilled to have His Holiness hold my hand with such a 
tight grip and at that time, I was filled with both joy 
and a sense of awkwardness as I still did not know how 
to transfer my hand with my Noble Fathers! Eventu-
ally, as we stood at the top of the stairs for what 
seemed like a long time, I was successful in switching 
their hands. All in all, I was overjoyed as I had the op-
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portunity and blessing of hav-
ing held the hands of both His 
Holiness and my Noble Fa-
ther. 
The visit to Dzongsar Institute 
was truly memorable as we 
were hosted by Dzongsar 
Khyentse Rinpoche and the 
Venerable Khenpos of Dzong-
sar Institute, met several other 
high Lamas, such as H.E. 
Ngor Thartse Khen Rinpoche, 
Dilgo Khyentse Yangsi Rin-
poche, Dudjom Yangsi Rin-
poche, Orgyen Tobgyal Rin-
poche and representatives of 
the Central Tibetan Admini-
stration. During this time we 
celebrated H.H. Dagchen Rin-
poche's Birthday and He be-
stowed several precious 
teachings. This is the site 
where H.E. Dhungsey Avik-
rita Vajra Rinpoche has been 
studying for three years with his close friend, Yangsi 
Kantsao Tulku. Yangsi is the reincarnation of Lama 
Kantsao who was a very close friend and student of 
H.H. Dagchen Rinpoche, and they have a Center in 
Hong Kong. For the first teaching, H.H. Dagchen Rin-
poche bestowed the Vajrakila Torma-Initiation accord-
ing to the Sakya Khon Lineage; on the second day, 
H.H. Dagchen Rinpoche granted the Tsok Initiation of 
Guru Rinpoche (Padmasambhava) according to the 
transmission of Jamgon Mipham; and on the third day, 
a Long Life Ceremony (Tenshug) was held, concluding 
with traditional Tibetan performing arts exquisitely 
performed by local school children. For each event, 
thousands of faithful Tibetan, local and international 
disciples flocked to receive such sacred teachings and 
His Holiness's abundant blessings.  
 
After the trip back to Delhi, we prepared for the mo-
mentous reunion with the Sakya Dolma Phodrang. His 
Holiness Dagchen Rinpoche, H.E. Dagmola, Gen 
Jamyang Gyaltsen, Khenpo Jampa and myself traveled 
by plane to Dehradhun and enjoyed three extremely 
exciting days in Rajpur with His Holiness the Sakya 
Trizin and Family, including H.E. Dhungse Gyana Va-
jra Rinpoche, H.E. Dhungse Ratna Vajra Rinpoche, 

H.E. Gyalyum Chenmo la, H.E. Dagmo Sonam la and 
1 and a half year old Jetsun Ngawang Tsejin Lhamo.  
There are many moments with H.H. Dagchen Rinpoche 
that nearly took my breath away. Although I've wit-
nessed it numerous times before, His Holinesses' poise 
in front of thousands of people is captivating and aston-
ishing. I find myself in awe of how one moment we are 
discussing simple daily life details like the weather, then 
immediately, I assist him walk to a Monastery filled 
with hundreds of people to offer an Initiation! The in-
nate ability to switch His mindset from one to another is 
staggering and requires unfathomable concentration and 
a uniquely stable mind. This can only be the result of 
precious blessings and training of realized Masters and 
years of experience. 
If I were to state that the experiences of this trip were 
simple and easy then I would not be honest. There were 
many days which were more difficult than others and I 
believe it is what I can learn from these precious mo-
ments that will better define my experience. It was at 
opportune times I would retreat, and in solitude reflect 
and focus on the correct motivation and most impor-
tantly, peaceful thoughts of loving kindness and com-
passion - which is what H.H. Dagchen Rinpoche's ac-
tivities and this trip in particular are all about.  

Seated: H.H. Sakya Trinzin of the Sakya Dolma Phodrang with H.H. Jigdal Dagchen Sakya of the Sakya Phuntsok 
Phodrang   Standing from left to right: Jetsum Ngawang Tsejin Lhamo, Yum Kusho, H.E. Ratna Rinpoche, H.E. Zaya 
Rinpoche, H.E. Gyana Rinpoche, Dagmo Kusho & Dagmo Sonam .   Dolma Phodrang-Rajpur, India December 2012 
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HIS EMINENCE KHÖNDUNG ASANGA VAJRA RINPOCHE 
GIVES FIRST TEACHINGS IN TAIWAN AND HONG KONG 
By Kristine Honda and Beth Johansen 

H is Eminence Khöndung Asanga Vajra Sakya Rin-
poche blessed the community of Buddha Dharma 

practitioners on his first visit to Taiwan and Hong Kong 
in the winter of 2012.  This article will be brief and pro-
vides additional information that was not included pre-
viously in the Sakya Monastery Newsletter article enti-
tled “H.H. Jigdal Dagchen’s Trip to Asia.” 
 
H.E. Khöndung Asanga Vajra Rinpoche felt very hon-
ored and privileged to be invited by his grandparents, 
His Holiness Jigdal Dagchen Rinpoche and Her Emi-
nence Dagmo Kusho to join them along with other fam-
ily members on their first trip together to Asia in Octo-
ber of 2012. While in Taipei, Taiwan, Asanga Rinpoche 
gave the Medicine Buddha Initiation and Teachings to a 
large congregation of devout students. The event was 
organized by Lama Tashi Rinpoche and Soyang Chen at 
a large hall. From all accounts, this empowerment was 

very well received and a rousing success on many lev-
els. 
 
Due to the success of the Medicine Buddha Initiation 
and Teachings Asanga Rinpoche gave in Taipei, he was 
asked repeatedly requested by H.E. Chimed Dorje Rin-
poche (a Kagyupa lama) and others to grant the same 
initiation in Taichung, Taiwan.  Before Asanga Rin-
poche arrived into Taiwan, this initiation was neither 
planned for, nor on the agenda.  However, with the 
blessing and approval of his grandfather, H.H. Dagchen 
Rinpoche, Asanga Rinpoche agreed to do so.  Like in 
Taipei, the Medicine Buddha Initiation was also very 
well received and all those in attendance were very im-
pressed and felt fortunate to receive this sacred empow-
erment from someone only 13 years old and a Sakya 
lineage holder. 
 
While also in Taichung, Taiwan, Asanga Rinpoche also 
led a Mahakala Puja at the special request of H.E. 
Kathog Rigzin Chenpo at his monastery.  As Asanga 
Rinpoche has performed many fire pujas in Nepal and 
India, this he happily granted since Kathog Rigzin 
Chenpo is a Nyingmapa lama with close connections to 
H.H. Dagchen Rinpoche and H.E. Dagmo Kusho.  
 
In Hong Kong, Asanga Rinpoche gave a Amitayus-
Hayagriva combination long-life Initiation and a com-
prehensive teaching and instructions on the practice of 
the deities to a packed hall. Amitayus is the Buddha of 
Long-life and Hayagriva is the wrathful deity who pro-
tects against obstacles and misfortune. This event was 
attended by over a 1,000 devout students and practitio-
ners. Among the many attendees were Pewar Tulku Rin-
poche and Alak Zenkar Rinpoche from Tibet along with 
a group of Tibetan monks.  Assisting Asanga Rinpoche 
were Lama Tashi Rinpoche and Asanga Rinpoche’s pri-
vate tutor Gen Ngawang Rigdrol.  As Asanga Rinpoche 
is fluent in both Tibetan and English, he spoke Tibetan 
within the initiation and gave translation and instructions 
in English, which was then translated into Chinese mak-
ing it easy for the sangha members to understand.       

H.E. Asanga Rinpoche gives a teaching in Hong Kong 
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To read the full article, visit our online newsletter: http://www.sakya.org/newsletter.html 

MONASTERY BOILER REPLACEMENT PROJECT  

BEFORE & AFTER 

1926 Coal-burning boiler converted to gas in 1984 Modern gas boiler installed September, 2012  

By Larry Lamb 

2012 was a big year at the Monastery. We were finally 
able to move forward on replacing the antiquated and 
inefficient steam boiler.  After consulting with H.H. 
Dagchen Rinpoche it was agreed to find a contractor to 
replace the old boiler and controls. 
 
In late August the demolition of the old boiler began. 
This took about one week. Two weeks later the new 
boiler and control equipment showed up.  Instead of 
running a boiler system that is 60% efficient, the    

Monastery now has one that is 90% efficient. This will 
result in some real savings in energy costs for the Mon-
astery. It has also freed up some storage space in the 
boiler room. 
 
As always, it is a great pleasure to help H.H. Dagchen 
Rinpoche keep the Monastery functioning and beautiful.  
A big thank you is extended to all the donors and patrons 
who made this improvement possible. 

Everyone came away feeling inspired by his teachings 
as well as his kind, calm, and humble nature as he be-
stowed the initiation with both grace and poise. This 
initiation was on the schedule and was also very well 
received and helped create and build, especially in the 
young minds and hearts of Chinese children in Hong 
Kong, the way and practice of the Buddha Dharma. 

While also in Hong Kong, due to the obvious presence, 
bearing and accomplishments Asanga Rinpoche dis-
played to all those who came into contact with him, 
many Chinese Buddhist practitioners came unannounced 
to Asanga Rinpoche’s hotel room to ask for special 
blessings and protections which he could not refuse and 
graciously granted whenever there was time available.   
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